
The A to Z of 
Careers in the 
Built 
Environment 

 



 
 

 

What is the Built Environment? 
(clue: it’s not just ‘construction’!)  

• It is human made 
surroundings that provide 
the setting for living! 

• So; buildings, streets, parks, 
bridges, transportation and 
loads of other elements of 
the urban and rural 
landscapes. 

✓ In short, we need the built 
environment to function! 

 
 

✓ We can work for different types of companies, at different times in a project lifecycle- 
depending on your role  

✓ We work on projects of varying sizes and difficulty across the UK and overseas 

✓ It’s so diverse, there’s almost a role to suit everyone! 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Concept In Use 

 
Handover Construction Design 

Then, the project cycle starts again! (Think refurbishment, demolition, upgrade) 

Project Lifecycle 
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  Please note: This booklet only covers some of the careers available, to give you an idea of what we do! 

 



Q: What subjects do I need to study a Built Environment 

Course?  

A: Whatever you enjoy! 
It’s about having the right amount of UCAS points, so you don’t have to 

study anything construction related at GCSE or A-level (or equivalent) - 

your course will teach you what you need to know! 

) 

You can earn upwards of 

£100,000 in a more senior 

position. 

An extra 225,000 Construction/ Built 

Environment industry workers are 

needed by 2027 (That’s in addition to 

those we need normally!) 

Construction output in the 

UK is over £110 billion 

per year. 

98.6% of Sheffield Hallam’s Built 

Environment students entered work/ 

further study after graduating (2023 

data) we are in demand! 

 

The average graduate 

starting salary is £24,000 -

£30,000 in the Built 

Environment 

The average salary in one 

of our professional careers 

is over £53,000! 



Agency Surveyor: 
Commercial and Residential 

Who are we? 

What do we do? 
Skills: 

• 

• 

• 

Degree most closely aligned: 
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Dispute Resolution  
Consultant 

Who are we? 

What do we do? 

Skills: 

• 

• 

Degree most closely aligned: 

Estimator  
 

Who are we? 

What do we do? 

Skills: 

• 

• 

Degree most closely aligned: 

 



Fire Protection 
Officer  

Who are we? 

What do we do? 

Skills: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Degree most closely aligned: 

General Practice 
Surveyor 

Who are we? 

What do we do? 

Skills: 

• 

• 

• 

Degree most closely aligned: 

 

 



Heritage Consultant 
 

Who are we? 

What do we do? 

Skills: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Degree most closely aligned: 

Investment Strategy Development 
Manager 

Who are we? 

What do we do? 

Skills: 

• 

• 

• 

Degree most closely aligned: 

 

 



Joint Venture Advisor  
 

Who are we? 

What do we do? 

Skills: 

• 

• 

• 

Degree most closely aligned: 

KPI Analyst (Key Performance 
Indicator Analyst) 

Who are we? 

What do we do? 

Skills: 

• 

• 

• 

Degree most closely aligned: 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 



Loan/Fund  
Monitor  

Who are we? 

What do we do? 

Skills: 

• 

• 

• 

Degree most closely aligned: 

Mapping (Thermal/Geographical) 
Surveyor 

Who are we? 

What do we do? 

Skills: 

• 

• 

• 

Degree most closely aligned: 

 



Net Zero Buildings  
Specialist  

Who are we? 

What do we do? 

Skills: 

• 

• 

• 

Degree most closely aligned: 

Option Appraisals (Feasibility)  
 

Who are we? 

What do we do? 

Skills: 

• 

• 

• 

Degree most closely aligned: 

 

 



Planner (Construction)  
 

Who are we? 

What do we do? 

 
 

Skills: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Degree most closely aligned: 
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Risk Management  
 

Who are we? 

What do we do? 

Skills: 

• 

• 

• 

Degree most closely aligned: 

Sustainability Consultant  
 

Who are we? 

What do we do? 

Skills: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Degree most closely aligned: 

 



Travel/ Transport Consultant  
 

Who are we? 

What do we do? 

Skills: 

• 

• 

• 

Degree most closely aligned: 

Urban Estate Surveyor 
 

Who are we? 

What do we do? 

Skills: 

• 

• 

• 

Degree most closely aligned: 

 



Valuation Surveyors   
 

Who are we? 

What do we do? 

Skills: 

• 

• 

• 

Degree most closely aligned: 

Wall (Party) Surveyor  
 

Who are we? 

What do we do? 

Skills: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Degree most closely aligned: 

 



X-Ray & Non-Destructive Testing 
(NDT) Consultant  
 

Who are we? 

What do we do? 

Skills: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Degree most closely aligned: 

Yield Analyser   
 

Who are we? 

What do we do? 

Skills: 

• 

• 

• 

Degree most closely aligned: 

 



Zoo (Facilities) Manager 
 

Who are we? 

What do we do? 
Skills: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Degree most closely aligned: 

 



 



 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Visit us and find out more! 
 

 
 

Or email 
collette.king@shu.ac.uk 

 

https://www.shu.ac.uk/visit-us/open-days
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